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Statement by U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel
on the House Agreement to Exempt Food and
Medicine from Unilateral Sanctions

Smilar legidation offered by Senators Hagel and Ashcroft, the Food and Medicine for the World
Act,” wasapproved earlier thisyear by the Senate Foreign Relations Committeeaspart of alarger
foreign assstancebill. Thelanguageisalso included in the Senate Agriculture Appropriationshill.

“Thisagreament isgood newsin our long fight to exempt food and medicine from the unilaterd
sanctionsimposad by the U.S. We have dready established support for asronger messurein the
Sende. Senator Asheroft and | offered asmilar provison lagt year to the Senate Agriculture
Appropriations bill, which passed by avote of 70 to 28.

Thiseffort isabout ensuring U.S. sanctions hurt those they areimposed againgt — foreign
governments, not U.S. producers or innocernt civilians. This measure establishes abasic principle—
food and medicine are the mogt fundamentd of human nesds and should nat be induded in unilaterd
sanctions. It dso sends a strong message to our customers and our competitors around the world ...
our agriculturd producers are going to be congstent and rdiable suppliers of high-qudity agriculturd
products.

Thisisanimportant issue to our agriculturd producers. In 1996, we told them the future of
agriculture was in the marketplace. 'Y e we have donelittle to open up dosed markets or reduce trade
barriersto their products. When we shut our producers out of foregn markets, we do not hurt foreign
leeders. They buy thar agriculturd goods from someonedse. We hurt our farmers and ranchers. |
am hopeful we see this exemption become law this year and findly open additiond marketsto the
exportsof our grain, livesock and other commodities. The agreement reached today inthe Houseisa
grong step forward and | gpplaud dl of those who were willing to come to the table and meke this
work.”
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